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Rural  District  of  Alnwick 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  is  that  for  the  3^ear  1937.  As  instructed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  I begin  with  the  names  of  the  staff 
of  the  Council. 

1.  Richard  Roth  well,  Clerk  to  the  Alnwick  Rural 
District  Council. 

2.  Scott  Purves,  M.D.,  M.B.,  C.M.Ed.,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

3.  Oswald  Mozart  Farrell,  Cert.  M.S.I.A., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building  and  Sanitary 
Surveyor. 

4.  Thomas  Harper,  Assistant  Inspector. 

CLIMATIC  CONDITIONS. 

After  two  years  of  an  average  rainfall,  which  is  about  31 
inches,  we  have  in  1937  exceeded  that  average  by  about  8 
inches,  giving  the  rather  excessive  figure,  for  our  district  of 
39.48  inches.  This  has,  however,  not  meant  a consistently 
wet  year,  as  two  snowstorms,  one  in  March  and  the  other  in 
December,  account  for  the  increase,  as  may  be  seen  from  the 
table  below,  for  which  I am  indebted  to  Mr  James  Hay,  of  the 


and  during  the  whole  year  there  was  a considerable  lack  of 
sunshine. 


The  Area  of  the  Alnwick  Rural  District  is  93,000  acres 
or  145.3  square  miles. 

The  Population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General, 
is  12,080. 

The  Number  of  inhabited  houses  is  3,707. 

The  Rateable  Value  is  ^48,564. 

The  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  is  £217. 


The  estimated  population,  as  stated  above,  is  12,080,  a 
decrease  of  40  on  the  year  1936. 

After  reckoning  carefully  the  inward  and  outward 
transferable  deaths,  I find  from  the  returns  of  the  local 
registrars  that  the  number  is  142.  This  is  arrived  at  by 
adding  39  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  who  died 
outside  it,  and  subtracting  6 who  died  within  the  district  but 
did  not  belong  to  it.  This  makes  a net  addition  of  53  to  the 
109  on  the  local  registers,  in  all,  142.  The  Registrar-General 


January 
Februarj'  . 
March 
April  ... 
May  ... 
June  ... 
July  ... 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


3-54 

3.81 

6.00 

2.47 

2.86 

1.58 

2.60 

3-74 

I-53 

2.89 

i-53 

6-93 


39.48  inches. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


3 

makes  the  total  141,  but  points  out  that  slight  variations  occur 
owing  to  registrations  in  the  first  and  last  days  of  the  year. 
The  great  number  of  inwards  transferable  deaths  is  due  to  the 
increase  of  the  hospital  habit,  which  specially  affects  the 
statistics  of  a district  in  which  there  is  no  hospital. 

As  regards  the  births,  the  divergence  of  opinion  is,  as 
usual,  much  greater,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  I now  get 
notice  of  a considerable  number  of  transferable  births,  that  is 
of  children  belonging  to  the  district,  but  born  outside  it. 
Thus  the  number  of  births  on  the  local  registrars  lists  is  140, 
to  which  are  added  10  transferable  births,  making  150.  As 
the  Registrar-General  gives  the  number  of  births  as  157,  I 
can  only  conclude  that  the  notification  of  transferable  births 
is  not  yet  very  complete  or  accurate. 

The  births  and  birth  rate,  and  the  deaths  and  death  rate 
are  shown  in  the  table  below  and  for  comparison  the  figures 


of  the  two 

preceding  years 

Births. 

are  also  given. 

Birth  Rate 
per  1000 
per  annum. 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate 
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1 aking  the  births  at  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate,  the 
birth  rate  in  our  district  is  2 under  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales,  which  is  14.9.  Of  the  children  born  66  were  males 
and  91  females,  a rather  extraordinary  distribution  of  sex. 
Of  these  8 were  illegitimate,  5 being  male  and  3 females. 
1 here  were  4 still  births,  all  of  which  were  legitimate,  a beitm 
males  and  one  female. 

1 he  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.4,  so  that 
our  rate  was  .8  on  the  right  side. 

The  following  table  shows  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths 
occurred. 
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is  as  regards  the  deaths  under  one  year,  which  is  higher  than 


usual.  This  is  accounted  for  by  4 deaths  caused  by  whooping 
cough,  a disease  particularly  fatal  to  patients  under  one  year. 
The  old  age  end  of  the  table  is  much  more  satisfactory, 
although  hardly  up  to  the  record  of  1936.  This  year  (1937) 
out  of  142  deaths,  81  were  of  persons  over  65  years,  whereas 
in  1936  out  of  144  deaths  96  were  of  persons  over  65  years. 
When  I was  a medical  student  we  were  taught  that  onlv  one 
of  every  80  born  reached  the  age  of  80,  but  in  these  days  the 
death  rate  was  18  per  thousand  per  annum,  whereas  to-day  it 
stands  about  12. 


DEATHS  IN  THE  SUB  DISTRICTS. 

The  Alnwick  Rural  District  used  to  be  divided,  like 
ancient  Gaul,  into  three  sub-districts.  This  year  (1937)  the 
small  Denwiek  sub-district  (pop.  603)  has  been  merged  into 
the  Embleton  sub-district.  For  this  table  I take  the  1931 
census,  12,607  against  12,080  in  1937. 

Population.  Deaths.  Death  Rate. 

Warkworth  7,536  90  11.9 

Embleton  5,981  52  8.6 

INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE. 


Eor  several  years  the  infantile  death  rate  of  our  district 
was  very  low,  but  for  the  last  two  years  (1936  and  1937)  it 
has  been  relatively  high.  In  each  of  these  years  15  children 
have  died  under  one  year.  The  number  of  children  born  was 
T37.  The  causes  of  the  infantile  deaths  were  as  follows: 
Whooping  cough,  4 ; non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  1 ; and  con- 
genital debility  and  premature  birth,  10. 
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The  infantile  death  rate  for  the  whole  district  is  95.5, 
which  compares  badly  with  the  same  rate  for  England  and 
Wales,  which  is  58  per  thousand  children  born  alive.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  excess  is  due  to  the  Warkworth  sub-district. 
With  comparatively  small  numbers  such  variation  must 
inevitably  occur  and  it  is  to  be  seen  that  only  two  years  ago 
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the  rate  for  Wark worth  was  only  37.  The  rate  for  the  Ivmble- 
ton  sub-district  coincides  with  the  rate  for  the  whole  country. 
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ABLIUBODIEI)  CASES. 

Sub-districts. 

Men. 
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Tota's. 

Wark  worth 

I 
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2 
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O 

O 

0 

0 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

I will  first  deal  with  the  ordinary  infectious  diseases,  ex- 
eluding  tuberculosis,  which  will  be  taken  later  in  the  report. 
During  the  year  1937  there  were  notified  in  the  district  39  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  as  against  60  for  the  year  1936.  The 
following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  the  cases  as  regards  the 
sub-districts. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — As  will  be  seen  above  the  number  of 
cases  of  this  disease  has  been  .small  and  compares  well  with 
the  prevalence  in  the  two  previous  years  when  39  and  33  were 
notified.  There  was  no  epidemic  and  all  cases  requiring  it 
were  isolated  in  the  Urban  Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  scarlet  fever  within  the  district,  but  one  death 
was  transferred  as  belonging  to  the  district,  although  dvino- 
outside  it.  Under  modern  conditions  of  transport  by  buses 
and  frequent  congregation  in  picture  houses  outside  this 
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district,  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  difficult  to  trace  the 
origin  of  outbreaks  of  scarlet  fever  and  indeed  of  other  in- 
fectious diseases. 

Diphtheria. — Although  a considerable  number  of  cases 
(14)  of  this  disease  have  been  notified  in  the  district,  yet  it 
is  satisfactory  that  no  deaths  have  occurred  from  this  cause. 
Neither  has  diphtheria  appeared  at  any  time  in  an  epidemic 
form.  During  the  early  months  of  the  year  practically  all 
children  of  school  age  have  been  given  immunisation  treat- 
ment. Every  medical  practitioner  in  the  district  was  made 
responsible  for  the  children  of  his  practice  as  regards  this  treat- 
ment, which  was  paid  for  by  the  Council.  Some  doubt  has 
recently  been  cast  on  the  “one  shot”  method,  which  was  used, 
but  the  almost'  total  immunity  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  would  go  to  prove  that  in  a large  proportion  of  cases  it 
was  effective. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Only  one  case  of  this  fever  was 
notified  in  the  district,  and  fortunately  the  termination  was 
favourable.  I am  aware  that  wild  statements  are  made  that 
puerperal  fever  is  as  prevalent  as  it  was  fifty  years  ago.  This 
is  certainly  untrue,  or  else  is  our  labour  in  vain,  and  we  might 
go  back  from  the  trained  nurse  to  the  “handy  body.” 

Enteric  Fever. — This  disease  has  for  many  years  been 
extremely  rare  in  this  district.  During  1937  one  case  was 
notified  which  was  of  a mild  paratyphoid  type.  It  was 
associated  with  no  insanitary  conditions  and  was  probably 
acquired  from  a drink  of  impure  water. 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum. — During  the  year  1937,  no  case 
of  this  disease  has  been  notified  in  the  district. 

TUBERCULOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  year  1937,  14  cases  of  tuberculous  disease  have 
been  notified  in  the  district.  Of  these  9 were  cases  of 
‘pulmonary  and  5 of  non-pulmonarv  tuberculosis.  There  were 
altogether  four  deaths  from  tuberculous  disease,  one  being 
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pulmonary  and  three  lion-pulmonary.  As  regards  the  sub- 
districts, the  distribution  of  the  notifications  and  of  the  deaths 
was  as  follows  : — 

NOTIFICATIONS.  DEATHS. 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 

Warkworth  4 5 1 2 

Embleiton  5 o o 1 
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The  notification  of  tuberculous 
carried  out  in  the  district. 


5 1 3 

disease  is  satisfactorily 


NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOUS  DISEASE  AND 
MORTALITY  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


1 

Age  Periods. 

New 

Case-. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonarv 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

O 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

° 

1 

0 

5 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

O 

0 

0 

10 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

0 

0 

D 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

O 

0 

0 

20 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

O 

0 

0 

25 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

O 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

0 

0 

45 

O 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

55 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

0 

1 

65  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

0 

0 

Totals 

5 

4 

3 

2 

O 

2 

1 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculous  disease  will 
be  seen  from  the  above  table  to  be  4 against  n for  the  year 
1936  and  5 for  the  year  1935. 

The  deaths  from  the  various  forms  of  cancer  were  iS 
against  19  for  each  of  the  two  prevoius  years,  i.e.,  193s  and 
1936.  The  usual  ratio  between  the  deaths  from  tuberculous 
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disease  and  those  from  cancer  in  this  district  has  usually  been 
one  to  two,  but  this  year  it  is  one  to  4.25,  this  being  arrived 
at  by  a decrease  in  the  tubercuolous  death  rate,  while  that 
from  cancer  stands  practically  still. 


SPECIAL  CAUSES  01  SICKNESS. 

As  you  may  have  already  concluded  from  the  foregoing 
account  of  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  either  ordinary 
or  tuberculous,  there  has  been  no  special  cause  or  prevalence 
of  sickness  in  the  district.  The  exception  to  this  statement 
is  to  be  found  in  annually  recurrent  insanitary  conditions 
prevailing  in  the  camping  ground  on  the  links  north  of  Wark- 
worth.  I have  always  urged  the  Council  to  use  stringently 
what  powers  they  have  to  regulate  the  undesirable  state  of 
things  which  exists.  Fortunately,  as  far  as  rowdvness  is  con-  . 
cerned,  we  have  in  the  Chairman  of  the  local  Bench  of  Magis- 
trates a Claverhouse,  who  knows  how  to  deal  with  this  second 
Killiecrankie. 

The  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  at  Felton  are  now 
under  way,  although  these  improvements  proceed  slowly. 

The  Inspector  and  I have  completed  the  general  survey 
of  the  unfit  houses  in  the  district  (“slum  areas”  is  now  a 
forbidden  expression) , but  I leave  the  details  to  his  report. 

Turning  to  a more  cheerful  subject,  I beg  to  report  on 
the  Fountains  Abbey  Settlement  at  Swarland,  which  place  was 
for  some  years  the  black  spot  in  our  district.  This  is  now  all 
changed  and  a garden  city  is  steadily  emerging.  The  credit 
for  the  inception  of  this  scheme,  for  the  amelioration  of  the 
sufferings  of  inhabitants  of  depressed  areas  is,  I understand, 
due  to  Commander  Clare  Vyner.  The  people  come  mainly 
from  Gateshead  and  Jarrow.  There  are  now  80  families- 
roughly  320  men,  women,  and  children.  Each  little  house 
stands  on  ij  acres  of  land  and,  except  in  the  Square,  all  are 
separate  from  each  other.  The  water  supply  which  used  to 
be  insufficient  for  the  Hall  and  its  surrounding  buildings,  is 
now  copious,  although  rather  hard  and  slightly  ferruginous. 
The  sewage  is  dealt  with  by  liquifying  tanks  and  coke  breeze 
filters  before  delivery  into  the  burn.  Beyond  agriculture  and 


horticulture  there  are  three  industries  in  lull  swing,  viz.,  1 he 
S war  land  Cloth  Mill,  the  Swarland  Brickworks  at  Thrunton, 
and  the  Swarland  Joinery  at  Amble.  Mr  Meller,  the  manager, 
very  courteously  showed  me  round  and  explained  the 
processes  of  the  weaving  and  I was  astonished  at  the  variety 
and  beauty  of  the  products.  Perhaps  the  most  marvellous, 
feature  was  the  youth  of  the  workers,  confidently  and 
efficient v working  the  looms  with  little  supervision  after  a 
few  months’  training. 

The  brickworks  at  Thrunton  I have  only  viewed  from 
afar,  but  1 bieleve  that  the  bricks  are  already  being  used  by 
our  Council  for  new  buildings,  and  have  been  pronounced  to 
be  excellent.  The  joinery  at  Amble  I have  not  seen,  but  I 
believe  it  is  thoroughly  up  to  date.  I understand  that  a ship 
taking  bricks  to  Scotland  and  bringing  back  timber  is  in- 
cluded in  the  establishment.  There  is  a trained  nurse,  a post 
office,  and  a large  school,  which  replaces  that  at  Newton-on - 
the-Moor.  Recreation  grounds  are  being  laid  out.  From 
the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  this  scheme,  although  still  in 
the  rough  is  an  important  development  and  well  worthy  of  a 
visit. 


UNEMPLOYMENT  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Alnwick  Rural  District 
surrounds  two  urban  districts,  it  is  difficult  exactly  to  assess 
the  amount  of  unemployment,  especially  as  the  unemployment 
areas  follow  different  lines  from  the  sanitary  districts.  The 
chief  employment  in  the  district  is  agricultural,  in  which  work 
there  is  certainly  no  unemployment,  as  latterly  the  demand 
for  agricultural  workers  has  exceeded  the  supply.  The  coal 
mining  and  quarrying  industries  have  also  been  reasonably 
prosperous,  so  it  may  be  taken  as  true  that  the  unemployed 
are  few  in  this  rural  district. 


NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Practically  all  villages  or  adjacent  groups  of  villages  in 
the  district  have  district  nurses  supplied  by  the  Countv  Nurs- 
ing Association.  This  nursing  association  has  also  latterlv 
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filled  up  the  difficult  gap  between  those  ordinarily  visited  and 
attended  by  the  district  nurse,  and  those  requiring  a resident 
nurse,  but  unable  to  afford  a nurse  from  a home  costing  ,£3-0-0 
to  ,£3-10-0  a week.  Here  the  Association  supplies  a nurse  at 
a figure  corresponding  to  the  patients’  ability  to  pay,  which 
is  usually  assessed  by  the  doctor  attending  the  case.  It  is  for 
the  doctors  to  see  that  this  privilege  is  not  abused. 

HOSPITALS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

There  is  no  general  hospital  in  the  district,  but  it  is  very 
well  served  by  the  Alnwick  Infirmary  and  the  Alnwick  Union 
Hospital  within  the  district  and  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  outside  the  district.  The  Alnwick 
Infirmary  is  a Voluntary  Hospital  of  25  beds,  which  serves 
and  is  supported  by  the  surrounding  district  in  a manner 
which  has  so  far  rendered  any  outside  subsidy  unnecessary. 
It  is  managed  bv  a committee  chosen  to  represent  all  classes 
of  society.  Although  most  of  the  work  is  carried  out  free  of 
charge  to  the  patients,  there  are  also  private  wards  for  better- 
off  patients  who  are  able  to  pay.  The  efficiency  of  this  institu- 
tion is  greatly  strengthened  by  a close  connection,  through  its 
consultants,  with  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne.  Through  these  gentlemen  an  easy  transference 
of  cases  requiring  special  treatments  only  to  be  found  in  the 
great  infirmaries  is  effected.  The  Alnwick  Union  Hospital 
provides  treatment  for  chronic  or  incurable  old  age  cases. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  ordinary  infectious 
diseases,  within  the  district,  and  we  have  to  depend  on  the 
goodwill  of  the  Urban  District  Council  for  cases  where  isola- 
tion  is  necessary,  provided  always  that  their  somewhat  limited 
accommodation  is  not  entirely  taken  by  cases  of  their  own. 
This  is  not  satisfactory,  and  has  been  discussed  and  hung  up 
for  30  or  40  years.  We  have  on  two  occasions  had  to  use  the 
Smallpox  Hospital  for  the  isolation  of  other  infectious  disease. 


JOINT  SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL. 


The  hospital,  which  has  fortunately  been  unused  for 
smallpox  for  some  years,  is  situated  about  three  miles  south 
of  the  town  of  Alnwick.  It  is  maintained  by  the  Alnwick 
Rural,  Alnwick  Urban,  Belford,  Rothbury,  and  Amble  Coun- 
cils, and  is  visited  and  inspected  regularly  by  a joint  com- 
mittee. 

There  is  no  Tuberculosis  Hospital  in  the  district,  but  pro- 
vision for  hospital  treatment  of  this  disease  is  made  by  the 
County  Council  at  Wooley  Sanatorium.  The  County  Council 
also  provides  open-air  shelters  for  home  treatment  of  tuber- 
culous patients. 


There  is  no  Maternity  Hospital  in  the  district,  but  the 
Alnwick  Infirmary  admits  cases  requiring  Caesarian  Section. 
A number  of  cases  are  sent  to  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity 
Hospital.  These  are  cases  where  either  trouble  is  anticipated, 
or  where  the  home  conditions  are  unsuitable.  The  County 
Council  provides  an  excellent  consultant  service  for  difficult 
obstetric  cases.  Cases  of  puerperal  septicaemia  are  very  few 
and  far  between  in  our  district,  a condition  due  to  an  excellent 
service  of  maternity  nursing. 


There  is  no  Orhopaedic  Hospital  in  the  district,  but  an 
orthopaedic  clinic  is  carried  on  in  the  town  of  Alnwick. 


There  is  no  Special  Children’s  Hospital  in  the  district, 
but  the  requirements  of  the  district  are  served  by  the  General 
Hospitals,  the  Babies’  Hospital,  and  the  Fleming  Memorial 
Hospital  in  Newcastle,  and  bv  the  Cripples’  Home  at  Gosforth, 
and  the  Poor  Children’s  Home  at  Stannirmton. 

o 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF 
TUBERCULOSIS  REGULATIONS,  1925). 

During  the  year  K)t7  I have  not  been  called  by  the  County 
Council  Veterinary  Inspector  to  inspect  any  carcases 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  Alnwick  Rural  District  Council  has  an  excellent 
ambulance  stationed  at  Alnwick.  Several  other  ambulances 
serve  the  district,  for  instance  those  at  Whittle  Pit  and  at 
Broomhill.  We  have  no  ambulance  for  the  transport  of  in- 
fectious cases,  except  a trailer  van  for  smallpox  kept  at  the 
smallpox  hospital. 


LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  facilities  afforded  by  the  County  Council  for  the 
examinaton  of  pathological  specimens  are  good  and  prompt, 
yet  as  I have  before  stated  it  would  be  an  improvement  if  the 
result  of  “positive”  diphtheria  cases  was  notified  by  telegram, 
as  was  done  by  the  Durham  College  of  Medicine,  when  they 
worked  this  service. 

Finally  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  the  members  of  the 
Council,  for  their  consideration  and  support,  and  the  Clerk 
and  Inspectors  for  their  co-operation  and  help. 


SCOTT  PURVES,  M.D.,  M.B.,  C.M.Ed., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Sanitary  inspector  and  Surveyor’s 

Annua!  Report 

For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1937 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  proposals  to  construct  a new.  concrete  reservoir  at 
Billhead,  to  duplicate  pumping  machinery  at  the  C.W.S. 
Colliery  and  to  extend  a water  main  to  Hampeth,  all  in  the 
parish  of  Shilbottle,  have  received  the  approval  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  several  works  have  now  been 
completed. 

The  scheme  prepared  by  Messrs  D.  Balfour  and  Son  for 
improving  the  pressure  in  the  Ain  mouth  distribution  system 
has  received  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the 
work  is  now  in  progress. 

A public  inquiry  was  by  an  Engineering  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  July,  with  respect  to  the  new  scheme 
of  water  supply  for  Felton  from  the  Old  Shaft  source  at 
Swarland.  The  result  of  the  inquiry  is  not  yet  to  hand. 

Since  the  inquiry  the  Council  have  resolved  to  extend 
the  area  of  supply  to  Acklington  and  Togston. 

Negotiations  are  now  proceeding  with  respect  to  the 
taking  over  bv  the  Council  of  the  privately  owned  Embleton 
water  supply.  Acting  upon  the  Council’s  instructions,  Messrs 
D.  Balfour  and  Sons  have  submitted  a report  on  and  valua- 
tion of  the  existing  distribution  system,  together  with  pro- 
posals for  improving  the  supply  to  Craster  and  Dunstan  and 
for  extending  the  supply  to  Christou  Bank. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  Warkworth  (Beal  Bank)  sewer  extension  has  now 
been  completed. 

Drawings  and  general  details  of  the  proposed  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the  village  of  Felton  have 
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been  approved  by  the  Council.  A public  inquiry  was  held  in 
December  by  an  Engineering  Inspector  in  respect  of  the  pro- 
posals submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  result  of 
the  inquiry  is  not  yet  to  hand. 

A general  outline  of  proposals  for  the  re-sewerage  of  the 
Old  Village  of  Shilbottle  were  submitted  to  the  Council,  who 
resolved  that  the  necessary  details  should  be  prepared  and 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

SCAVENGING. 

A scavenging  scheme  has  been  put  into  operation  for  the 
village  of  Felton,  and  a refuse  depot  obtained  at  New  Thirston 
Houses,  Felton.  Schemes  are  now  in  operation  by  contract 
in  eleven  villages. 

Twenty-eight  visits  were  made  to  refuse  depots  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  rat  bait,  and  in  two  cases  rat  destruction 
by  the  application  of  gas  was  carried  out. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  in  the  district  116  cowkeepers  registered  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926.  At  one  farm,  a new 
cowbyre  has  been  erected. 

Eighteen  milk  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  No  samples 
showed  evidence  of  tuberculosis. 

Eight  “first”  samples  were  satisfactory. 

Nine  “first”  samples  were  unsatisfactory,  and  one  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory  after  further  sampling.  Further  samples 
are  to  be  taken  where  unsatisfactory  tests  are  still  outstand- 
ing. Four  samples  were  taken  on  account  of  unsatisfactory 
reports  received  from  other  districts,  all  of  which  give  satis- 
factory results. 

MEAT  INSPECTIONS. 

Routine  inspections  of  carcases  were  made  during  the 
year  at  the  Nine  Private  Slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 

On  four  occasions  inspections  were  made  at  farms  in  con- 
nection with  the  emergency  slaughtering  of  beasts,  the 
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requisite  notice  having  been  given  in  each  case.  85  stones 
of  meat  from  the  farms  above  referred  to  and  20  stones  of 
meat  from  private  slaughterhouses  were  surrendered 
voluntarily  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

HOUSING. 

(a)  . Unfit  Houses. 

Some  461  houses  have  been  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations,  1925. 

Nineteen  areas  were  scheduled  and  representations  made 
to  the  Council  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of 
189  properties  at  Alnmouth,  Dunstan,  Embleton,  High  Hazon, 
Lesbury,  Newton-by-the-'Sea,  Radcliffe,  and  Wark worth.  The 
areas  were  declared  by  the  Council  as  Clearance  Areas. 

One  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  respect  of  an  area  at 
Radcliffe  was  made  by  the  Council. 

Clearance  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  the  other  fore- 
going “Clearance  Areas.”  A public  local  inquiry  was  held 
at  the  Council  Chambers  in  August  by  a Ministry  of  Health 
Inspector  in  respect  to  eight  Clearance  Orders  at  Craster, 
Dunstan,  High  Hazon  and  Radcliffe,  and  one  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  at  Radcliffe,  all  of  which  received  the  con- 
firmation of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Twenty-five  Demolition  Orders  have  been  made  in 
respect  to  properties  at  Bilton  Banks. 

Two  undertakings  by  owners  not  to  use  dwelling  houses 
for  human  habitation  were  accepted  bv  the  Council. 

One  undertaking  by  an  owner  to  make  a dwellingliouse 
fit  for  human  habitation  was  accepted  by  the  Council  with 
respect  to  one  house. 

(b)  . Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act. 

Four  applications  were  made  to  the  Council  under  the 
Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926-32,  in  respect  of  11 
houses,  and  assistance  by  way  of  grants  was  offered  in  each 
case. 

In  one  case  the  reconstruction  work  approved  has  been 
completed.  In  the  other  three  cases  the  work  is  progressing 
favourably  and  nearing  completion, 
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(c)  . Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts. 

Five  applications  for  advances  under  the  Small  Dwell- 
ings Acquisition  Acts,  1899-1923,  in  respect  of  4 houses  at 
Acklington  Road,  Togston  (in  the  Civil  Parish  of  Adding- 
ton) and  1 house  at  Warkworth,  received  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  the  Council. 

(d)  . New  Houses. 

During  the  year  53  houses  were  erected  and  completed 
by  private  enterprise. 

30  Council  houses  were  erected  and  completed  at  Shil- 
bottle.  40  Council  houses  at  Felton,  and  30  at  Lesburv  are 
now  in  course  of  erection. 

The  Council  are  negotiating  for  housing  sites  at  Wark- 
worth, Craster,  and  Dunstan.  It  is  intended  to  redevelop,  as 
a housing  site,  the  land  at  Radcliffe  to  be  acquired  by  com- 
pulsory purchase  under  the  Housing  Act,  193b. 


GENERALLY. 

I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  carried  out 
by  Mr  T.  Harper,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  from 
June,  1937,  has  been  directly  responsible  for  carrying  out  the 
duties  of  Housing  Insepctor,  and  who  in  addition  has  carried 
out  Meat  Inspections  and  general  routine  inspections  with 
promptness  and  efficiency. 

I have  to  record  also  the  very  satisfactory  progress  being 
made  by  Mr  L.  Anderson,  and  Mr  R.  Sinclair,  the  former 
particularly  in  relation  to  engineering  and  surveying  work  and 
the  latter  particularly  in  relation  to  Sanitary  Inspector’s  work. 

In  conclusion  I would  pay  tribute  to  the  consideration  and 
support  which  I have  received  from  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Council,  the  Clerk  and  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Yours  obediently, 


OSWALD  M.  FARRELL,  M.S.L \., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 


f s Anilual  RePOft  : Year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1937.  (Sanitary  Officers'  Order  1926  Art.  19  (15)  ). 
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SHEET  2. 

ALNWICK  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations,  1925 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  as  required  by  Article  31,  for  Year  1937. 


HOUSES  ERECTED 


DURING  THE 


YEAR  : 

With  State 
assistance. 


Unaided. 


Total. 


(a)  By  Bocal  Authority 


(h)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  ... 

1.— INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR: 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  660 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  860 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above),  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  461 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  860 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ..  252 

14)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head! 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  78 

2— REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 

Local  Authority  or  its  officers  7 

3*  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS: 

f A)— Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  “notices”  were  served  requiring 

repairs  — 


18 

12 

30 

— 

53 

53 

12) 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  


I 

i 


(B) — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  16 


(2) 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 


(a)  By  owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

owners  


7 


fO_  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  tha  Housing  Act,  1936  :— 

ill  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  29 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  — - 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  3 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  .-  1 

4— NO.  OF  HOUSES  PERMANENTLY  DISCONTINUED  AS  DWELLINGS  AND  NOT 


